
faculty research, laboratories, student design spaces, and faculty of-
fi ces. In all, it will create 150 offi  ces, 21 research laboratories, and 
seven teaching laboratories.

Creating strong partnerships with companies throughout Florida 
is another key to providing industry-aligned majors and fueling the 
state’s economy. � at’s why the University constantly adds to the 
many internships already available to students to further enhance 
their world-class STEM education.  

Robust growth around the Florida Poly campus also is critical to 
bringing the Florida Poly 2.0 vision to life. � e University’s long-term 
success grows exponentially when supported by an adjacent research 
park serving as a magnet for industry. Today’s problems are complex 
and multi-dimensional, and economies grow best when they bring 
government, industry, and academia together to commercialize in-
novation. � e research park will be the catalyst for bringing fi nancial 
and facility capital to the area and will feature academic buildings in 
the park and industry partners on campus. � e park will be a live-
work-play environment with apartments and homes, offi  ce buildings, 
a town center, schools, and golf courses and hiking trails. It will be a 
place of creative collisions, where companies come to the park to gain 
access to high-quality students and talented faculty.

Florida Poly’s Advanced Mobility Institute also looks forward to 
the completion of SunTrax, a large-scale, cutting-edge facility ded-
icated to the research, development, and testing of emerging trans-
portation technologies in safe and controlled environments. Sun-
Trax is a long-term partnership with Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise 
and includes a 2.25-mile oval track on a 400-acre site near Florida 
Poly’s campus. � is adds to Florida Poly’s focus on the rapidly evolv-
ing fi eld of autonomous and connected vehicles. Its place as a leader 
in this area was demonstrated at the national level when Randy K. 
Avent, Florida Poly’s president, testifi ed before a Senate committee 
on autonomous vehicles.

Florida Polytechnic University has positioned itself to provide a 
world-class STEM education in a way that not only prepares stu-
dents to productively enter the workforce, but provides them with 
lifetime employable skills that have an immeasurable impact on the 
local and state economies.

Innovation starts here
Florida Polytechnic University was established in 2012 and 

opened its doors in 2014 as the only member of the State University 
System of Florida dedicated exclusively to science, technology, en-
gineering, and math (STEM). With an enrollment of about 1,400, 
Florida Poly off ers a unique environment where students work close-
ly with faculty in a hands-on approach to learning. 

One of the University’s fi rst milestones was the construction of 
the Innovation, Science, and Technology (IST) Building. � e visu-
ally striking, 162,000-square-foot centerpiece of Florida Poly’s Lake-
land campus is a moveable and functional work of art. Its louvered 
roof system moves throughout the day to provide passive lighting to 
the second-fl oor atrium while curved metal pergolas ring the exte-
rior to shade its outer terrace and walkways. � e building has won 
global awards and was recently named among the most breathtaking 
buildings in the world.

A pair of major milestones followed when Florida Poly received 
regional accreditation from the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) in July 2017, and its 
computer engineering, computer science, electrical engineering, and 
mechanical engineering degrees were accredited by the Accreditation 
Board for Engineering and Technology, Inc. (ABET) in 2019. 

With nearly 500 alumni, the University off ers nine undergraduate 
degrees, two graduate degrees, and dozens of concentrations, all fo-
cused on high-tech disciplines. Small class sizes and a project-based 
curriculum position Florida Poly to provide industry-aligned pro-
grams in fast-growing areas like autonomous vehicles, machine in-
telligence, nanotechnology, logistics and supply chain management, 
and renewable energy. 

Florida Poly 2.0

Florida Poly is now embarking on its next pivotal chapter with 
transformations both physical and curricular. Priorities include in-
creasing its programs and concentrations to allow the University to 
continue building a prominent presence with high-paying industries 
in the region, as well as beginning construction in September 2019 
of another iconic building – the Applied Research Center – to house 

QUICK FACTS All degrees are 100% STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math). 85% of graduates have secured jobs 
with salaries over $50,000. Only 11% of graduates have student debt, which averages LESS THAN $7,000. The library is home 
to an all-digital collection of more 150,000 FULL-TEXT E-BOOKS. FLPolyCon, an all-inclusive celebration of geek culture, is held 
annually at the University. The stunning Innovation, Science, and Technology Building was designed by famed Spanish architect 
DR. SANTIAGO CALATRAVA.
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